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W indow

>> 15.07.2001

A window has four eyes. Two eyes on the inside and two on the outside.
The window looks at those inside. For instance: The house, you, guests.
She listens to what they say. And sees their work. And sees the utensils, the
cupboard, the refrigerator, the television, the stove, children,
foodstuff, machine, cot, chair. She sees people eating food, people sleeping,
dancing. Sees children and husband and wife fighting. She also sees
marriages, as also death. Sees children being fed. Sees them being hit.
She sees pictures, sees the clock, sees people studying, people teaching.
She sees the door, sees the light, the fan, the cooler, the earthen pot.
She sees cleanliness and filth. She sees many people working. She sees a
motor, sees clothes. She sees slippers, medicines, mirror. She sees
kerosene oil. She sees boxes with spices. She sees someone sweeping
the floor.

The window saw, inside, two children are fighting. And the window saw that
two women are talking. And she also saw a teacher who was teaching and
the children were making noise. So the teacher scolds the children. And the
window also saw that there is a marriage in one house, so the young and the
old, and girls are all dancing together. And drinking cold water and making
lots of noise.

The window sees many things on the outside. For instance: Plants and
trees, fights, some donkeys and horses. Sees electricity cables and poles.
Sees birds in the sky, lanes, a park, roads, dogs and cats. She sees people
coming and going. Sees houses being constructed. Sees people on roofs,
people flying kites, flying pigeons. She sees water coming. Sees water
going. She sees rain coming. Sees the moon and the stars. Light being
repaired. Men walking around in a drunken stupor. School children coming
and going. Sees things in shops. Sees the ice cream seller, the juice seller,
the biscuit seller.
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vius ckjs esa

>>

28-11-2001

eSaus 'kh'kk ns[kk rks eq>s vPNkbZ vkSj cqjkbZ nksuksa
ut+j vkb±A cqjkbZ ;s ut+j vkbZ fd esjs psgjs ij
nkus gks jgs gSa vkSj psgjk QV jgk gSA vkSj
lQ+sn&lQ+sn nkx+ gks jgs gSaA vk¡[ksa NksVh gSaA g¡lrs
le; esjh vk¡[kas cgqr NksVh&NksVh gks tkrha gSaA
fQj nqckjk 'kh'kk ns[kk rks eq>s viuh ukd cgqr
yEch fn[khA vkSj lc dgrs gSa fd esjk d+n
cgqr yEck gSA fQj eSa fdlh dh ckrksa ij T+;knk
x+kSj ugha djrhA vkSj esjs gkFkksa dh gìh cgqr
det+ksj gSA
eq>s cqjk yxrk gSA esjs vUnj cqjkb;k¡ rks cgqr
gSa] ij eSaus dqN fy[kk gSA esjs vUnj ;g vPNkbZ
gS fd eSa lqcg N% cts mBrh gw¡ vkSj jkst+kuk
Ldwy tkrh gw¡A vkSj esjh vVsUMsUl Hkh iwjh gksrh
gSA vkSj esjh eSMe Hkh esjh rkjhQ+ djrha gSaA
vkSj Ldwy dk iwjk dke djrh gw¡A vkSj esjs
vUnj ;g vPNkbZ Hkh gS fd eSa cgu&HkkbZ]
ek¡&cki] lcdk dguk ekurh gw¡A
eSus 'kh'kk ns[kk rks eq>s ;g vPNkbZ fn[khA esjh
Hkoas ckjhd+ gSaA ,slh yxrha gSa tSls cuokb± gksaA
vkSj esjs gksaB irys&irys gSaA exj eq>s vius
gksaB rc cqjs yxrs gSa tc mu ij lq[k+hZ ugha
yxrhA eSa tc Hkh lq[k+hZ yxkrh gw¡] esjs gksBksa ij
oks QSy tkrh gSA vkSj esjs cky T+;knk yEcs ugha
gSaA fQj Hkh eq>s vius ckyksa ls cgqr I;kj gSA
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The window saw, outside, two women are fighting over water. And they are
pulling each other’s hair. And the window also saw two children walking past,
singing songs. They were singing this song: yeh dosti hum nahin todenge .
Then the window laughs out aloud. Then the window also keeps singing this
song. Then she sees, suddenly, four to five girls going somewhere.
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tc Hkh eSa ugkrh gw¡] igys
'kh'ks esa ns[k&ns[k dj [+kq'k
gksrh gw¡A
lc dgrs gSa fd eSa nks
pksfV;ksa esa cgqr vPNh
yxrh gw¡A vkSj eSa tc
vk¡[kksa ij ykbuj yxkrh gw¡
rks lc eq>s laxhrk
fctykuh dgrs gSaA vkSj
esjh iydsa cgqr cqjh gSaA
bruh NksVh gSa fd th
djrk gS viuh iydsa
dkV nw¡A
vkSj esjs esa ;g Hkh vPNkbZ
gS fd cgqr g¡lrh gw¡A tks
Hkh x+qLls esa gksrk gS] eSa
g¡lrs&cksyrs mls g¡lkrh jgrh
gw¡A vkSj tgk¡ Hkh ek;wlh
gksrh gS] lc eq>s gh cqykrs
gSaA tc eSa pqi gks tkrh gw¡
rks lc dgrs gSa fd g¡lh
dk fiVkjk cUn gks x;kA
vkSj tSls gh eSa cksyrh g¡w
rks lc dgrs gSa [kqy x;k
g¡lh dk fiVkjkA lc eq>s
vPNk Hkh dgrs gSa] vkSj
dksbZ cqjk Hkh dgrs gSaA
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Accidents

>> 29.05.2001

T u r k h m a n G a t e : Here accidents happen on roads often. What I am about to

tell you happened eight years ago. There is a school near Turkhman Gate,
G .G.S. Sec. School, Bul Buli Khan, Asaf Ali, New Delhi. A terrible accident
occurred here in which one ricksha puller and three to four school children
were injured and one child died as well. On seeing the accident, one woman
had a heart attack and she also died. People stopped sending their children
to school. Fear had filled their hearts.

G a n d h i M a r k e t : Here there is a place where there is a crossing. If it didn’t

have a red light, people would become used to seeing accidents. But one
happened here as well. Many years ago, the daughter of our pradhan
Roshan met with an accident that shook everyone's heart. This accident
happened with a bus. People tell that on coming under the bus she died, but
pieces of her brain lay fluttering, jumping around. Even today people tremble
when recounting the accident.

T h e r o a d o p p o s i t e h e r e : This road asks for one sacrifice every year,

people say. Ten years back, a woman who was pregnant, and a small girl
(four years old) were crossing the road when a bus came and the girl was
run over. She came under the tyre of the bus. She pulled hard at her mother
and she fainted, screaming. And why wouldn't she have? I saw this with my
own eyes. When I saw the girl, she didn't have eyes and her head had
become flattened against the road. I can still see that face clearly and then
the whole incident gets replayed in my head. Then police arrested the bus
driver and friends and relatives of the woman broke the bus.

An year back, two boys were listening to music while driving their car.
They too met with an accident with a car. They lived at Turkhman Gate.
This had caused quite a sensation.
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va/ksjk

>>

07-11-2001

va/ksjs ls eq>s dHkh&dHkh cgqr Mj yxrk gSA oks
blfy, fd gesa va/ksjs esa ,d nwljs dk psgjk ut+j
ugha vkrkA vxj ut+j Hkh vkrk gS rks oks dqN
vyx&vyx lk yxrk gSA fdlh dk psgjk bruk
Hk;kud ut+j vkrk gS ftlls balku Mj&lk tkrk gS!
eq>s Hkh va/ksjs essa psgjs Hk;kud ut+j vkrs gSa!
jks'kuh esa vkrs gh dqN feuV ckn gh ge oks psgjk
Hkwy rks tkrs gSaA ij fQj va/ksjs esa tkdj oks psgjk
gekjs pkjksa vksj ?kweus yxrk gS] ftlls vanj ckgj
nksuksa rjQ+ ls Mjus yxrs gSaA dHkh&dHkh vxj ge
dksbZ Hkwr dh fQ+Ye ns[krs gSa rks oks gekjs fnekx+ esa
?kwerh gSA rks rc gesa mtkys esa Hkh Mj yxrk gSA
ij ml Mj dks ge T+;knk eglwl ugha dj ikrs
D;ksafd gekjs vkl&ikl dk ,d ekgkSy gksrk gSA
dqN psgjs gksrs gSa tks ge ns[krs gSa vkSj geas Mj
dk vglkl ugha gksrkA ysfdu tc ge vdsys gksa
rks gesa cgqr Mj yxrk gSA
,d ckj eSa tc 10&12 lky dh Fkh] rc eSa viuh
[k+kyk ds ?kj esa jgrh FkhA esjh [k+kyk dh tsBkuh
dh nks csfV;k¡ FkhaA oks vdlj jkr ds le;
fcydqy va/ksjk djds lksus dh vknh FkhaA eSa Hkh
dHkh&dHkh ,sls lks tk;k djrh Fkh] ij FkksM+h lh
jks'kuh gks rks vPNk yxrk gSA ,sls gh ,d ckj jkr
dks eSa ysVh FkhA oks nksuksa dkQ+h cM+h FkhaaA ,d dk
uke rcLlqe] nwljh dk uke rjUuqe FkkA rcLlwe
cM+h FkhA mldh mez 22 lky FkhA oks 5 Q+qV dh
FkhA vk¡[ksa cM+h&cM+h vkSj xksy] jax fcydqy lkQ++]
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It was during ramzaan, before Eid. A young man was going towards Delite
after his evening prayers when he got run over by a truck. Lots of blood
flowed out of his body. My younger brother had gone to see it. He told me.

Whenever there is an accident around here, silence descends upon the
colony and for many days, it is all that is discussed.
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irys&irys gksaB] psgjk Hkh iryk] ukd [kM+hA rjUuqe
rcLlqe ls NksVh FkhA oks 20 lky dh FkhA mldh Hkh
cM+h vk¡[ksa] irys gksaB] psgjk FkksM+k pkSM+k vkSj Hkjk gqvk
FkkA d+n ik¡p Q+qV] ftLe njfe;kukA oks rcLlqe ls T++;knk
[+kwclwjr yxrh Fkh! eSa] vkSj oks nksuksa] ge yksx jkr dks
ml :e esa lks jgs FksA gekjs :e vkSj nwljs :e ds
chp esa ,d flykbfMax cuh gqbZ FkhA vdlj jkr dks oks
flykbfMax can jgrh FkhA ij mu fnuksa rcLlqe ds
vCckth dh rch;r [k+jkc py jgh FkhA (muds vCckth
dh mez 65 lky gSA oks cw<+s yxrs ugha gSaA mudh Fkha
cM+h&cM+h vk¡[ksa] irys gksaB] psgjk Hkjk gqvk vkSj xksy lj
ftlds chp ds fgLls ds cky dqN de Fks] ij cky FksA
oks FkksM+s eksVs gSaA) ml flykbfMax ds fcydqy lkeus ,d
Mcy csM fcNk FkkA vkSj mldh ikl okyh nhokj ij insZ
Vaxs FksA ykbZV xqykch dyj dsA csM ij pkpk th lks
jgs Fks vkSj muds :e esa ukbV cYc ty jgk Fkk]
ftlds dkj.k eqq>s vius :e esa ls mudh FkksM+h&FkksM+h
lwjr ut+j vk jgh FkhA ysfdu mudh lwjr eq>s dqN
vthc lh yx jgh FkhA mudks ns[kdj dHkh rks eq>s
yxrk tSls oks eq>s eq¡g fp<+k jgs gSa! ij eSa lksprh fd
ugha] pkpk th eq>s eq¡g D;ksa fp<+k;saxs! dHkh yxrk oks
psgjk cny dj eq>s Mjk jgs gSaA dHkh] tSls oks iwjh
vk¡[ksa [kksys gq, gSa vkSj lksus dk ukVd dj jgs gSa! eSa
dHkh rks ,d ne ?kcjk tkrh] dHkh vius vkidks fnyklk
nsrhA dHkh rks ,dne vk¡[ksa can dj ysrhA rc ,d
liuk [+kqn cukrh fd pkpk eq>s Hkwr cudj Mjk jgs gSa!
pkpk eq>s ekj Mkyuk pkgrs gSa! fQj esjk iwjk ftLe
daidaikus yxrk vkSj fny t+ksj&t+ksj ls /kM+dus yxrkA
fQj lksprh mBdj ykbV [kksy dj lksÅ¡A ij mBus dh
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Jhur...jhur...jhur

>> 23.05.2001

I looked where the frames of doors were being made, a window was being
made. Thuk... thuk... thuk... Then I looked at a shop. Just then a motor cycle
sped past. It looked brand new. A man was sitting on it. Grrr... grrrr...rrr...grr.
There a man was coming to start his two-wheeler. The motor cycle had gone
far away so I could hear it much less. And the sound of the scooter starting
could be heard. Toorrak...toorrak...kkk...kkk... I was passing by a lane when I
heard the sound of water from a tap. Jhur... jhur...jhur. Up ahead, some
people were speaking with one another.

Then I walk ahead and see two or three people buying things from a
grocery. Just then, an empty bottle of cold drink slips out of a child's hand
and breaks. Kun... nnn... tus... So the boy has to give the shopkeeper money
instead of the bottle. In the shop also sat its owner, whose name is Ramdas,
whose age must be 40. In his shop you get flour, pulses, rice, oil, soap, pain
killers and also cold drinks etc.
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Hkh fgEer ugha gks ikrhA eSa D;k d:¡\ Fkd dj
eSaus /khjs ls rjUuqe ckth dks vkokt+ nhA esjs
vkokt+ nsus ij mUgksaus ugha lquk rks eSaus iyV
dj mudh rjQ+ ns[kk] rks ns[kk fd esjs gh ikl
Hkwr ysVk gS! mudk psgjk Hkh vyx&vyx jax
cny jgk Fkk! vksg! nks feuV mudks vk¡[ksa QkM+s
ns[krh jghA fQj tYnh ls djoV cny yhA vkSj
lkspk dy ls eSa muds ikl ugha lksÅ¡xhA fQj
lqcg mBdj eSaus rjUuqe ckth ls muds vCckth
ds ckjs esa dgk rks igys rks mUgksaus g¡lh esa Vky
fn;kA eSaus fQj lhfj;l gksdj dgk] eSa vkt
vkids ikl ugha lksÅ¡xhA rks oks ,dne cksyha]
D;ksa\ ikxy ;s rsjs fny dk oge gSA Hkyk
vCck th rq>s D;ksa Mjk,axs! vkSj fQj va/ksjs esa
balku ds psgjs cnys&cnys fn[krs gSaA py rw
ykbV [kksydj lks tkukA mUgksaus bruk dg rks
fn;k ij esjs fny dks rlYyh ugha
gqbZ vkSj eSa vxys fnu ls
muds :e esa u lksdj vius
[+kkyk&[+kkyw ds dejs esa lksbZA
oks csM ij lksrs Fks vkSj eSa
t+ehu ij viuk fcLrj yxk
dj lksrh FkhA ftlls eq>s
mudk psgjk ns[kus dk ekSd+k
gh ugha feyrkA eq>s yxrk
gS fd D;ksafd ge va/ksjs esa
jax ugha ns[k ikrs] ge va/ksjs
ls Mjrs gSaA vki dks D;k
yxrk gS\
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Roof

>> 19.09.2001

It was five thirty in the evening. I climbed onto the roof. My younger brother
Rehan was flying a kite. Our roof is the lowest in our colony. Everyone else's
is quite high and some even have two to three storeys constructed. I spread
a sheet on the roof and sat down. Our neighbouring house is two-storeyed.
On its roof, a boy was doing his work from school. He was Raju. He was in
the eighth class. I didn't use to speak much with him. And he also used to
stay quite aloof. Because in my house, there are many restrictions about
such things. Sometimes because of some need or some work if he spoke
with me, he would address me as his elder sister.

My brother's kite was flying in the direction of his roof. A wind was blowing at
this time. Many people (boys, children, girls) had climbed onto their roofs.
The sound of a deck playing somewhere could be heard. Also could be
heard the sound of girls laughing and chatting.
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f[kM+dh

>>

15-07-2001

f[kM+dh dh pkj vk¡[ksa gksrha gSaA nks vk¡[ksa vUnj] vkSj nks
vk¡[ksa ckgjA f[kM+dh vUnj okyksa dks ns[krh gSA tSls%
?kj] vki] esgekuA mudh ckrsa lqurh gSA vkSj muds
dke ns[krh gSA vkSj ns[krh gS crZuksa dks] vyekjh dks]
fÝ+t dks] Vh-oh- dks] LVkso dks] cPpksa dks] [kkus ds
lkeku dks] e'khu dks] pkjikbZ dks] dqlhZ dksA [kkuk [kkrs
gq, ns[krh gS] lksrs gq, ns[krh gS] Mkal djrs gq, ns[krh
gSA cPpksa vkSj fe;k¡&choh dh yM+kbZ gksrs gq, ns[krh gSA
'kknh&C;kg Hkh ns[krh gSA vkSj ekSr Hkh ns[krh gSA cPps
f[kykrs gq, ns[krh gS] ekjrs gq, ns[krh gSA rLohjsa ns[krh
gS] ?kM+h ns[krh gS] i<+rs gq, ns[krh gS] i<+krs gq, ns[krh
gSA njokt+k ns[krh gS] cÙkh ns[krh gS] ia[kk ns[krh gS]
dwyj ns[krh gS] eVdk ns[krh gSA lQ+kbZ ns[krh gS] xUnxh
ns[krh gSA cgqr ls dke djrs gq, ns[krh gSA eksVj]
diM+s ns[krh gSA pIiysa ns[krh gSA nokb;k¡ ns[krh gSA
'kh'kk ns[krh gSA feêh dk rsy ns[krh gS] elkyksa ds
fMCcs ns[krh gSA >kM+w nsrs gq, ns[krh gSA
f[kM+dh us vUnj ns[kk fd nks cPps yM+ jgs gSaA vkSj
f[kM+dh us ns[kk fd nks vkSjrsa vkil esa ckrsa dj jgha
gSaA vkSj f[kM+dh us ;g Hkh ns[kk fd ,d Vhpj tks fd
i<+k jgh gS vkSj cPps 'kksj epk jgs gSaA rks Vhpj cPpksa
dks Mk¡Vrh gSA vkSj f[kM+dh us ;g Hkh ns[kk fd ,d ?kj
esa 'kknh gks jgh gS] rks lc cPps&cM+s] yM+fd;k¡ lc
feydj Mkal dj jgs gSa vkSj B.Mk&B.Mk ikuh ih jgs gSa
vkSj [+kwc 'kksj epk jgs gSaA
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T h e D a y A fter...

>> date not known

There is an earthquake...everyone is dead. How did I survive? The question
will haunt me. It is possible that I would die of shock of losing my family
members. If I manage to survive I will be happy to be a free bird. And the
sole owner of the basti.

But the government will take away all this land. First of all I will extricate the
survivors in the basti. I will make do with the belongings left in the collapsed
houses. As I will be the only one left, the police, Press and the TV wallas will
come to interview me. On such an occasion, I will miss my friends and
relatives very much. But what had to happen has happened. Whether I get
government relief or not, I will have to help myself.

If I receive government aid, I will use it to complete my education. The other
relatives will come too, but what do they have to offer except solace. I will be
surrounded by a fleet of ambulances... I'm feeling sad looking at the dead
bodies... some of which will make me cry. Friends, brothers, parents, sisters,
neighbours, enemies.... I have lost them all.

There is absolutely nobody to support me. I tell God: Why did you do this?
You should have left someone to look after me. I have been left alone. At
least send my Mayadi from Calcutta. I would like to live...
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f[kM+dh ckgj cgqr lkjh pht+sa ns[krh gSA tSls%
isM+&ikS/ks ns[krh gS] yM+kbZ;k¡ ns[krh gSa] ?kksM+s&x/ks ns[krh
gSA xkfM+;k¡ ns[krh gSA fctyh ds rkj vkSj [kacs ns[krh
gSA vkleku ij ijfUns] xfy;k¡] ikdZ] lM+dsa]
dqÙks&fcfYy;k¡ ns[krh gSA vkrs&tkrs yksx ns[krh gSA
?kj curs gq, ns[krh gSA Åij Nrksa ij yksxksa dks
ns[krh gSA irax mM+krs gq, ns[krh gSA dcwrj mM+krs
gq, ns[krh gSA ikuh vkrs gq, ns[krh gSA ikuh tkrs
gq, ns[krh gSA ckfj'k vkrs gq, ns[krh gSA pk¡n&rkjksa
dks ns[krh gSA ykbV lgh gksrs gq, ns[krh gSA
vknfe;ksa dks 'kjkc ihdj >wers gq, ns[krh gSA Ldwy
ds cPpksa dks vkrs&tkrs gq, ns[krh gSA nqdkuksa dh
pht+ksa dks ns[krh gSA vkbZlØhe okys dks] twl okys
dks] fcLdqV okys dks ns[krh gSA
f[kM+dh us ckgj ns[kk fd nks vkSjrsa ikuh ds Åij
yM+ jgha gSaA vkSj ,d&nwljs ds cky idM+s gq, gSaA
vkSj f[kM+dh us ;g Hkh ns[kk fd nks cPps xkuk xkrs
gq, tk jgs gSaA oks nksuksa ;s okyk xkuk xk jgs Fks &
;s nksLrh ge ugha rksM+saxsA fQj f[kM+dh t+ksj&t+ksj ls
g¡lrh gSA fQj f[kM+dh Hkh ;gh okyk xkuk xkrh
jgrh gSA fQj f[kM+dh vpkud ckgj ns[krh gS rks
pkj&ik¡p yM+fd;k¡ dgha tkrh gqbZ fn[kkbZ nsrha gSaA

