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Lock

>> 22.05.2001

Actually it is the lock from Aligarh that is famous. I am also a lock from
Aligarh. I was brought from Aligah to Delhi. I was kept in a shop. Kept there
to be sold.

My cost was Rs. 50, but the one who bought me paid Rs. 40 for me. I was in
the shop for three days. I used to lie in the harsh sunlight. Many people
came to take me but they would return because of how much I cost. Many
kinds of people used to come there. Some would pick me up with lots of love
but on hearing my price, throw me back with anger, as if I was nothing at all.
Some would stare at me, as if they were going to steal me! But my owner
was very alert, which is why I am here. Otherwise I would have been with a
bad man. If that had happened, what would have become of me? Perhaps
he would have thrown me around. Maybe I would have got spoiled, or even
broken. Or even died.

Much happened with me in those three days. First, I escaped being stolen.
That day none of my owner's things got sold, so he was sad. If I had been
the only one to have been sold, then maybe my owner would have made
some money at least. One day, my owner had no money at all. So he had to
go to sleep on an empty stomach that day. I felt very bad. The next day, a lot
of his things got sold. There used to be quite a crowd around me. There
were shops of different kinds. Some of cloth, some of fruit. Some of sharbat,
some of toys.

The next day, my owner was unwell. So he didn’t set shop that day. The
fourth day I was in my shop, and my owner was also with us when a man
came and pointing towards me, said, I want this lock. How much is it for?

My owner said, Rs. 50.
The man said, W ill you give it for Rs. 40?
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lM+d gknlk

>>

29-05-2001

rqde
Z+ ku xsV% ;gk¡ vdlj lM+dksa ij gknls gksrs jgrs gSaA vkB lky
igys dh ckr gSA rqd+Zeku xsV ij ,d Ldwy gSA xoeZsUV xYlZ
lhfu;j lsdsUMjh Ldwy] cqycqyh [k+k¡] vklQ+ vyh jksM] ubZ fnYyhA
;gk¡ ,d cgqr Hk;kud ,sDlhMsaV gqvk FkkA bl ,sDlhMsaV esa ,d
fjD'ks okyk vkSj rhu&pkj Ldwy ds cPps ?kk;y gq, Fks vkSj ,d
cPpk ekjk Hkh x;k FkkA ml ,sDlhMsaV dks ns[kdj ,d vkSjr dk
gkVZ&vVSd gks x;k vkSj og Hkh ej xbZA mlh nkSjku yksxksa us
vius cPpksa dks Ldwy Hkstuk can dj fn;kA yksxksa ds fnyksa esa
ng'kr cSB xbZA
xk¡/kh ekfdZV% ;gk¡ ij ,d ,slh txg gS
ogk¡ yky cÙkh u gks rks yksx vknh gks
ns[k&ns[k djA ij ,sDlhMsaV ;gk¡ ij Hkh
gekjs ;gk¡ ds ç/kku jks'ku dh csVh dk
ds fny ngy x,A ;g ,sDlhMsaV cl ls
cl ds uhps vkdj og rks ej xbZ ij
nsj rd QM+QM+krs jgs] mNyrs jgsA ml
yksx crkrs gq, dk¡i mBrs gSaA

tgk¡ ,d pkSjkgk gSA vxj
tk,¡ ogk¡ ds ,sDlhMsaV
gqvk gSA cgqr lkyksa igys
,sDlhMsaV gqvk Fkk rks yksxksa
gqvk FkkA yksx crkrs gSa fd
mlds Hksts ds VqdM+s dkQ+h
,sDlhMsaV ds ckjs esa vc Hkh

lkeus okyh lM+d% ;g lM+d rks gj lky ,d cfy ek¡xrh gS] ,slk
yksxksa dk dguk gSA 10 lky igys dh ckr gS ,d vkSjr] tks
çsxusUV Fkh] vkSj ,d NksVh cPph (pkj lky dh) lM+d ØkWl dj
gh jgha Fkha fd ,d cl vkbZ vkSj cPph mlds uhps vk xbZA cl
ds ifg, ds uhpsA cPph us dl ds ek¡ dks ?klhVk vkSj oks
fpYykdj csgks'k gks xbZA vkSj gksrh Hkh D;ksa ughaA ;s esjh vk¡[kksa&ns[kh
ckr gSA tc eSaus ml cPph dks ns[kk rks mldh vk¡[ksa ugha Fkha vkSj
lj fipd pqdk FkkA esjs fnekx+ esa vc Hkh og psgjk vkrk gS rks
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My owner didn't have any money. So he sold me for forty rupees. The man
who bought me was a jeweller. He brought me and put me in his shop.

One day, when the jeweller left for home from his shop, one man came
there. He was a thief. He started to break me to open the locker. But I was
really strong, so I didn’t break! And soon it was five in the morning and the
thief ran away.

When the jeweller came in the morning he thought, by looking at the
condition his shop was in, that there had been a theft. But when he saw me,
and that I was intact, and on the locker, my owner became very happy. He
started to look at me with love in his eyes.
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og lkjk eat+j fnekx+ esa nkSM+ tkrk gSA fQj ml
cl okys dks iqfyl idM+ dj ys xbZ vkSj tks
vkSjr ds tkuus&igpkuus okys Fks] mUgksaus cl
rksM+ nhA
,d lky igys
cSBs xkus lqurs
ls ,sDlhMsaV gks
okys FksA dkQ+h

dh ckr gS nks yM+ds dkj esa
vk jgs FksA mudk Hkh fdlh xkM+h
x;kA os rqd+Zeku xsV ds jgus
[kycyh ep xbZ FkhA

bZn ls igys jet+ku dh ckr gSA ,d ukStoku
bZ'kk dh uekt+ rjkch i<+dj fMykbV dh vksj
tk jgk Fkk rks ,d Vªd ds uhps vk x;k vkSj
dkQ+h [+kwu cgkA esjk NksVk HkkbZ ns[kus x;k rks
crk jgk FkkA
;gk¡ vkl&ikl tc Hkh dHkh ,sDlhMsaV gksrk gS rks
cLrh esa [+kkeks'kh Nk tkrh gS vkSj dkQ+h fnuksa
rd ogh ppkZ gksrh jgrh gSA
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Mental tension

>> 18.10.2001

It was Wednesday. I was very happy that day! Because I had won a weekly
lottery in which I had invested Rs. 10 and won Rs. 200! Now I was
wondering how to spend this money. Then I thought I'll ask Neha to come to
the market with me and help me buy a suit. I went to Neha's house. Aunty
was sitting on the stairs and Sweta was picking lice from her hair.

I: Namaste auntyji. Is Neha there?
A u n t y : Yes. Go on up.
I: But auntyji, I am scared of your dog!
A u n t y : Sweta, why don't you take Nancy up, and make some tea for me.

Will you have some?
I: Yes I’ll have some.

I went up with Sweta, who said to Neha, Look who's here. Neha said, Arre
Nancy! So you've found time!
I replied, Don't talk as if I don't come! You’re the one who never has time to
come to my house.
N e h a : Ok baba, don’t fight now.
I: You know what! I have won a lottery! Rs. 200!!
N e h a : Oh oh! And you are happy as if you've won Rs. 2000!
I: You know how happy I am. It looks to me like you're jealous!
N e h a : Don't be mad. Why should I be jealous? And is one ever jealous of

her sister?
I: I had only just said that.

Nancy, you really anger me by saying such things.
I apologised. She calmed down, said, Never mind. Tell me what you want to
do with the money.
I said I wanted to go shopping with her to the market. She said. Alright, we’ll
go. You sit. I’ll give Rohit his food and come. Saying that she went to the
room downstairs.
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>qjZ--->qjZ--->qjZ

>>

23-05-2001

eSaus ns[kk tgk¡ fdokM+ cu jgs Fks] f[kM+dh cu jgh FkhA Bd----Bd--Bd----A fQj eSaus ,d nqdku dks ns[kkA rHkh ogk¡ ls ,d eksVj
lkbdy tkrh gSA cgqr LihM esaA ns[kus esa fcydqy ubZ FkhA ml ij
,d vkneh cSBk gqvk FkkA xjZ---jZ---xjZ---jZA ogk¡ ,d vkneh viuk
Vw&Oghyj LVkVZ dj jgk FkkA eksVj lkbfdy nwj pyh x;h Fkh blfy,
mldh vkokt+ /kheh gks x;h FkhA vkSj T+;knk vkokt+ LVkVZ djus dks
vk jgh FkhA Vwjd---Vwjd---d---d--A eSa xyh ls xqt+j jgk Fkk rks
ogk¡ uy ds ikuh dh vkokt+ vk jgh FkhA >qjZ--->qjZ---->qjZ--A vkxs
dqN yksx viuh vkilh ckrsa dj jgs FksA fQj eSa vkSj vkxs tkrk
gw¡ rks ogk¡ ,d ijpwu dh nqdku esa nks&rhu yksx lkeku [+kjhn jgs
FksA rHkh ogk¡ ,d cPps ds gkFk ls dksYM&fMªad dh [kkyh cksry
uhps fxj dj VwV tkrh gSA du------u--- Vl---A blls ml yM+ds
dks nqdkunkj dks cksry dh txg iSls nsus iM+sA ml nqdku esa nqdku
dk ekfyd Hkh cSBk Fkk] ftldk uke jkenkl gS] ftldh mez pkyhl
lky gksxhA bldh nqdku esa vkVk] nky] pkoy] rsy] lkcqu]
isV&cnu nnZ dh xksyh Hkh feyrh gS vkSj dksYM fMªad vkfn lkeku
Hkh feyrs gSaA
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After she left, I thought, only if we had a house like this one. It's such a
beautiful house. Three storeys. Right at the bottom stay her mother and
grandmother, then on the first floor, her brother and on the third, her sister
and her. And it has been decorated so well. On the ground floor is a
refrigerator. And a sofa set. On the wall is a big scenery that one just loves
to look at. On the outside is the kitchen. And under the staircase the
bathroom has been made. The limited space has been made such good use
of. Rohit's room only has things he needs. A table and a chair for him to
study with. And a bed, and a cupboard for his clothes. But the best arranged
room is this madam's. Table, chair, almirah, bed, colour television, trolley
and in it a deck. When she wants she listens to music, watches TV...

...I asked her what had taken her so long. Had you gone to serve him his
lunch or to cook it?
N e h a : No, I had only gone to give him the food, but my grandmother, no,

she just messes up my head so much. She was telling my mother to get me
married. She said I was growing tall as a tower. I told her off. I said I was
going to finish my school education. Then I'll do a course. And only then
think of getting married. I said the right thing, didn't I Nancy?
I: Absolutely right. We're old enough now to think of what's good for us and

what is not.
N e h a : But why don't these grown-ups understand this?
I: They will, they will. They'll also understand. When the time is ripe.

But when will the time be ripe?
When we'll know the good from the bad.
But when will that be?
When we step out into the world and see it in all it's many shades. What
have we seen as of now? We've only oscillated between home and school.
You're absolutely right Nancy. We should go on a world tour.
I: Shut up stupid! I'm trying to explain something to you and all you can think

of is a world tour? Your grandmother is right. You have grown tall as a tower.
But you haven't a spot of brain on you. I'll go home now. When I'm ready, I'll
send Pooja over to let you know. You hurry up and get ready as well.
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Nr

>>

19-09-2001

'kke 5-30 cts dk le; FkkA eSa Nr ij p<+hA
esjk NksVk HkkbZ fjgku irax mM+k jgk FkkA gekjh
Nr lcls uhph gSA ckd+h yksxksa dh Nrsa dkQ+h
Å¡ph gSa vkSj fdlh&fdlh dh nks ;k rhu eaft+ysa
cuh gqb± gSaA eSa Nr ij pknj fcNkdj cSB xbZA
gekjh cjkcj okyh Nr nks&eaft+yh gSA ml Nr
ij ,d yM+dk viuk Ldwy dk dke jgk FkkA
oks jktw FkkA oks vkBoha d{kk esa i<+rk FkkA eSa
mlls T+;knk ugha cksyrh Fkh] vkSj oks Hkh pqi&pqi
jgrk FkkA D;ksafd esjs ?kj esa bu ckrksa ij dkQ+h
ikcanh gSA dHkh&dHkkj etcwjho'k ;k fdlh dke
ls cksyrk] rks ckth dgdj ckr djrk FkkA
esjs HkkbZ dh irax dk #[+k mldh Nr dh rjQ+
FkkA ml oD+r gok py jgh FkhA cgqr ls yksx
(yM+ds] cPps] yM+fd;k¡) Nrksa ij p<+s gq, FksA
dgha ls Msd dh vkokt+ vk jgh Fkh] rks dgha
ls yM+fd;ksa ds g¡lus vkSj ckrsa djus dhA
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Dreams

>> 25.10.2001

To dream is to imagine. Dreams are of two kinds. One, that we see when
we're awake. And the other, which we see while asleep. The world of
dreams is an altogether different world. For instance, I once dreamt I was at
India Gate, playing with balloons. And I got tired. So I sat down right there,
on the grass. There was greenery all around me.

All of a sudden the weather changed. Cool breeze began to blow and with it
came rain. The raindrops on my face felt like dew drops on leaves in winters.
I felt like I was in heaven. My heart felt at peace, calm. Oblivious to reality, I
was lost in a world where I even forgot myself.

Just then my sister shook me and said, Nannee, when will you get up? It's
eight. Till when will you sleep? Now get up. Wash your hands and face. I'm
making tea. I was livid with her and started to fight. Why did you wake me
up? I was dreaming such a beautiful dream. You shook me awake and
shattered my dream.

My sister replied, Silly, a dream is a dream. Dreams break when you wake
up. Why mourn them? I thought, that's also true! Dreams are, after all,
dreams. I apologised to my sister and went to wash up.
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nwljs fnu---

>>

rkjh[k+ vKkr

,d Hkwpky vk;k--- lc ej x,A eSa
dSls cpk\ ;s loky esjk ihNk djrk
jgsxkA gks ldrk gS fd eSa vius
ifjokj okyksa ds ejus ds nq%[k ls ej
tkÅ¡A vxj eSa cp x;k rks eSa [+kq'k
gksÅ¡xk ,d vkt+kn iaNh gksus ijA vkSj
cLrh dk bdykSrk ekfyd gksus ijA
exj ljdkj bl lkjh t+ehu ij d+Ct+k
dj ysxhA lcls igys eSa cLrh esa tks cp
x,] mUgsa eycs ls fudkyw¡xkA fxj pqds ?kjksa esa tks lkeku cp
tk,xk] eSa mlh ls xqt+kjk d:¡xkA D;ksafd eSa gh ,d vdsyk cpk
gksÅ¡xk] iqfyl] çsl] Vh-oh- okys esjk bUVjO;w ysus vk,¡xsA bl ekSds
ij +eq>s vius nksLrksa vkSj fj'rsnkjksa dh cgqr ;kn vk,xhA ij tks
gksuk Fkk oks gks x;kA eq>s ljdkjh enn feys ;k ugha] eq>s viuh
enn [+kqn djuh gksxhA
vxj eq>s ljdkj ls enn feyh rks eSa mlls viuh i<+kbZ iwjh
d:¡xkA esjs ckd+h fj'rsnkj Hkh vk,¡xs] exj nq%[k ck¡Vus ds vykok
oks D;k djsaxs\ eSa ,sEC;wysalksa ls f?kjk gksÅ¡xk--- e`r 'kjhjksa dks ns[k
dj eq>s nq%[k gks jgk gS--- dqN dks ns[k dj eq>s jksuk vk,xkA
nksLr] HkkbZ] ek¡&cki] cgusa] iM+kslh] nq'eu--- lc NwV x,A
dksbZ Hkh ugha cpk gS
rwus ,slk D;ksa fd;k\
fn;k gksrkA eSa vdsyk
ek;k nh dks rks Hkst

tks esjh ns[k&Hkky djsA eSaus Hkxoku ls dgk%
esjh ns[k&Hkky ds fy, rks fdlh dks NksM+
jg x;k gw¡A de ls de dydÙkk ls esjh
nsA eSa thuk pkgrk gw¡---
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The season of death

>> 03.08.2001

But there was one person’s death that really saddened me. This person was
very old. Don't know if she had any relatives. This happened during days
that were ordinary. That is, it was neither too hot nor too cold. I was going to
the Arvind Hospital with my younger sister. When, on the way, where there is
a bus stop where no bus ever stops, and where no one even waits for one,
there lay the dead body of a very fat woman. She had probably died due to
lack of food. When I was walking past, I smelt a horrible stench, a stench
quite different from all the others that lingered there. I couldn't stop myself,
so I decided to go closer and see. What I saw made my hair stand on end. I
saw a woman without any clothes on, lying there, dead. There were maggots
all over her body. And flies were sticking to her...

...We were asked to come back (to the hospital) after three days. I was
waiting to go back. I hadn't told anyone about the dead body. I was getting
impatient. I wanted to see the body again. I wanted to ask the people around
there about the woman. I wanted to get the body burried, or cremated.
Instead of going to the hospital, I walked towards the bus stop. My sister
implored me to come straight to the hospital, or we'd get delayed like the
other day. I told her to quietly come with me, that I had something important
to do. I returned to the same place, but the woman wasn't there. I was
distressed and ran up and down looking for her...

...Nearby was a barber's shop. The barber was very old. (Maybe he too has
died. Now I see some other man at the shop.) That old man was fair
skinned, he had white hair, short stature and was wearing a kurta pyjama. I
ran up to him and asked him, Till a day back there was a woman lying here
who was dead. Where has she gone? He said a government vehicle carried
her away with the garbage.
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rkyk

>>

22-05-2001

oSls rks rkyk vyhx<+ dk e'kgwj gSA eSa Hkh ,d rkyk
gw¡] vyhx<+ dk cuk gqvkA eq>s vyhx<+ ls fnYyh 'kgj
yk;k x;kA eSa ,d nqdku esa j[kk x;kA eq>s ogk¡ fcdus
ds fy, j[kk x;kA
esjh d+her ipkl #i, Fkh] exj eq>s ftlus [k+jhnk gS
mlus eq>s pkyhl #i, esa [k+jhnkA eSa nqdku ij rhu fnu
rd jgkA eSa dM+h /kwi esa iM+k jgrk FkkA eq>s ysus cgqr
tus vk,] exj nke dh otg ls okil ykSV x,A ogk¡
dbZ rjg ds vkneh vkrs FksA dksbZ rks cM+s I;kj ls
mBkrk vkSj jsV lqudj x+qLls ls ,sls Qsadrk tSls fd eSa
dqN pht+ gh ugha gw¡! dksbZ&dksbZ eq>s ,sls ?kwjrk tSls vc
eq>s pksjh gh dj ysxkA exj esjk ekfyd cM+k pkSdUuk
Fkk blfy, eSa vHkh ;gk¡ gw¡] ugha rks fdlh xUns vkneh
ds ;gk¡ gksrkA ;fn ,slk gksrk rks esjk D;k gksrk\ oks
'kk;n eq>s ;gk¡&ogk¡ QsadrkA 'kk;n eSa [k+jkc gh gks tkrk]
;k eSa VwV tkrk] ;k ej Hkh ldrk FkkA
mu rhu fnuksa esa esjs lkFk cgqr dqN gqvkA igys rks eSa
pksjh gksus ls cp x;kA ml fnu esjs ekfyd dk dqN Hkh
lkeku ugha fcdk Fkk blfy, oks mnkl FkkA vxj eSa
vdsyk gh fcd tkrk rks esjs ekfyd dks dqN iSlk rks
fey tkrkA ,d fnu esjs ekfyd ds ikl ,d Hkh iSlk
ugha FkkA blfy, mls ml fnu Hkw[kk gh lksuk iM+kA eq>s
cgqr cqjk yxkA vxys fnu esjs ekfyd dk cgqr lkeku
fcdkA esjs vkl&ikl cgqr HkhM+ jgrh FkhA vyx&vyx
rjg dh nqdkusa gqvk djrha Fkha] dgha diM+s dh] rks dgha

138

I felt my heart was struck by lightening. I was walking holding my sister's
hand. And thinking: How significant is a human being? Can't one human
being recognise the value of another? My heart was sinking. I wanted to
howl, to wail out aloud. But I went to the doctor to get my sister's teeth
checked and then left from there.

I sensed my sister had been silent since I had slapped her. Then I made her
laugh, and cracking jokes, walked on with her. We were back on the same
path. And the image of the woman flashed before my eyes. But thinking of
my sister, I walked on, laughing heartlessly.

The barber called out to me and asked, Excuse me, was the woman a
relative of yours? I didn't reply. Only kept looking at him. My sister continued
walking, holding my hand.

Even now when I pass that way, the woman revisits my thoughts. I wonder
who she was, where she came from. I don't have the courage to ask.
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Qyksa dhA dgha 'kjcr dh] rks dgha f[kykSuksa dhA
vxys fnu esjs ekfyd dh rch;r [k+jkc FkhA blfy,
ml fnu mlus nqdku ugha yxkbZ FkhA pkSFks fnu eSa viuh
nqdku esa Fkk vkSj esjk ekfyd Hkh gekjs gh ikl FkkA
rHkh ,d vkneh vk;k vkSj esjh rjQ+ b'kkjk djrs gq,
cksyk] ;g rkyk eq>s pkfg,] fdrus dk gS\
esjs ekfyd us dgk] ipkl #i, dk!
mlus dgk] pkyhl #i, esa ns jgs gks\
esjs ekfyd ds ikl iSls ugha FksA blfy, mUgksaus eq>s
pkyhl #i, esa csp fn;kA eq>s [k+jhnus okyk ,d lsB
lqukj FkkA mlus eq>s ykdj viuh nqdku esa yxk fn;kA
,d fnu tc lqukj viuh nqdku ls ?kj x;k rks ogk¡
,d vkneh vk;kA og pksj FkkA oks esjh rjQ+ vk;kA
frtksjh [kksyus ds fy, eq>s rksM+us yxkA exj eSa Hkh
cgqr et+cwr Fkk] blfy, VwVk gh ugha! vkSj lqcg ds
ik¡p ct x, vkSj og pksj Hkkx x;kA tc lqukj lqcg
vk;k rks viuh nqdku dh gkyr ns[kdj og le>k pksjh
gks x;h gSA exj tc mlus eq>s ns[kk] fd eSa fcydqy
lgh lyker frtksjh esa yxk gw¡] rks esjk ekfyd cM+k
[+kq'k gqvk vkSj eq>s I;kj Hkjh ut+jksa ls ns[kus yxkA

